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In case you wondered, we are not on strike- but our coverage of fall lists seems to have 
been almost completed. The few that remain hold little promise of popularity and are 
reported in the problematical section below. 


PROBLEYATICAL BOOKS 
October 18 


Gilmore, Cecile WHEN TH" BOUGH BREAKS Samuel Curl 
$2.00 
An agreeable and attractive story for lighter leisure which concerns the Haster 
family of Brooklyn, as older and younger generations almost come a croppere Dan Easter, 
a surgeon and father of three, precipitates much of the trouble when he falls in love 
with Althea, his partner at the operating table. Kitty, his wife, who liked what Dan 


provided better than Dan, foregoes the acquisition of antiques when she is about to lose 
her husbande John, returned from the wars and very dislocated, is most affected by his 
father's defection; Deborah, 19, runs off with a rove reporter, and is brought back just 
in time; and Dan, realizing whut a broken marriage will mean to his children, gives up 
Altheae A shortened version of this appeared in McCall's and indicates its acceptable 


aptitudes for rent. 


Covert, Alice Lent ALL THAT'S MINE Samuel Curl 
$2.50 
Homantie and regenerative values for the story of Tres Padres, in a western 
State, and of a man and a woman who devoted their lives to its Indian natives. They are 
Gundar Sandow, an agronomist, whose Michele had left him with the child of another man- 
ard Maureen, a teacher, whose Tony proved to be a low charactere Maureen comes to Tres 
Padres to teach, helps Gundar in his fight against an outsider, and eventually gets her 
chance to work out her future with Gundar. A worthwhile, womanly sort of story- for rent. 


Octobe m 
2 A 
Peake, Mervyn TITUS GROAN Reynal « Hitchcock 
$2.50 

A ponderous effort in Gothic fantasy, overlong, obscure, and only rarely light- 
ened by any measure of the inventive talent that might redeem it. A sombre, night-marish 
book, with a strange and eerie tale set in a vacuum of place and time. The scene is the 
ancient seat of the house of Groan, wherein a tragic Earl rules, or fails to rule, his 
household, his wife, surrounded by her snow-white cats, her magpie and raven and rook and 
owl; his chief servant, Mr. Flay; Swelter, the huge, sadistic head cook and his minion; 
the librarian Sourdust and his crippled son, both dour ancients,; the curator, the nurse, 
first to his fey daughter, then to the newborn heir who gives the name to the book. Out- 
side the castle are the whinnving Dr. Prunesquallor, Steerpike, once kitchen apprentice, 
now on his own search for power, the old twin aunts, vengeful and bitter, and the strange 
people who submit their carvings once a year for the Earl's approval. The story covers 
a year in the life of the newborn babe, punctuated by strange rituals, by Steerpike's 
climb to power, by the barl's disappearance, and by the saga of Keda, the wet nurse. Pere 
haps the most interesting character is Fuschia, the daughter, but even she is not much more 
than a gleam in the author's eye. A difficult book, impossible to place, and very limited 
in its appeal. 
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October 24 


Gallico, Paul CONFESSIONS OF A STORY WRITER Knopf 
| $3075 

This collection has a double-barreled significance, for the stories have been 
chosen to illustrate points he wants to make in a self-portrait of a writer in process 
of creation. Hach story- and it is a grand collection- has an introduction telling how 
he came to write it, when and where he got the idea = and through these revealing bits, 
you get a picture of the man, the sportswriter, the short story writer, as well as the 
editors who helped him on his way, his literary agent, and other aspects of a rounded 
life. The stories themselves afford enough variety to delight not only Gallico fans, 
but anyone who likes short stories. The volume includes The Snow Goose,: several Hiram 
Holliday stories, a few about Bill Fowler, the golf promotion man, two of the Chicago 
deb stories, some of his newspaper yarns- 24 in all. Good going. 


Octcber 25 


Westcott, Jan THE BORDER LORD Crown 
$3.00 

A swashbuckling, not very picaresque novel of the borderlands of Scotland during 
Hlizabeth's reign, and the heroics and escapades of Lord Bothwell who, as leader of the 
Border clans, was caught in the jealousy, distrust and fear of Elizabeth for James of 
Scotland. A window-climber, Bothwell spends much of his time in ladies’ boudoirs, and in 
that of Anne who becomes his wife. Otherwise he's occupied in raiding the king's possess- 
ions and evading his henchmen. At the close, with a price on his head, with his wife and 
son held as hostages, Bothwell makes a daring show of loyalty to James and is pardoned. 
More to be admired are two sub-characters, Bothwell's lieutenant and a professor's daughter 
who meet stiff tests of steadfastness and fidelity- and win. Two dimensional plot and 
characterization make this largely for rentals and merchandise. 


a 
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f om SereerwEme. _ 


Kober, Arthur THAT MAN IS HERE AGAIN Random House 
$2.50 
The acrimonious adventures of a Hollywood flesh-peddler, adept in the triple- 
deal, who nonetheless, or more specifically due to an undue "inerrest in a tomater", finds 
himself "the dog evveybody is talkin! it shouldn't happen to". Benny Greenspan is a 
huckster with standards lower than Hollywood, who still remains a pretty irresistible per- 
‘sonality of mispronunciation, redundancy, the mixed metaphor and pun, and occupational 
cliches, with his sordid business of promoting anybody or thing to hustle a fast buck. 
Hig yather. precarious predicaments are largely from the New Yorker. 


November 1 


Lazare, Christopher=- £4, - TALES OF HOFFMANN AoA. Wyn 
Iil‘d. by Richard Lindner $7.50 


A definitive edition of the German romanticist's famous tales, familiar chiefly 
to an American market through the opera. Students of literature will appreciate this 
modern translation of the work of a prolific writer whose influence on the 19th century 
Ruropean writers was extensive, particularly in the field of the macabre, the supernatural, 
the grotesque. In America, Poe and Hawthorne were in his debt. The volume has an intro- 
duction and a biographical note which reveals his many-faceted personality, his stormy 
life, his many talents and his utter inability to adjust himself to normal life in the 
world to which he was bornoe. This edition is illustrated by twelve full color illustra- 
tions and sixteen in black and white, illustrations which have almost a Blake quality, 
in keeping with the text. The book will be large overall size, with de luxe format, 
slip-cased. The publishers plan an extensive promotion and advertising campaign. Gift 
book o 











October 1, 1946 Fiction 


November 4 


Todrin, Boris PARADISE WALK ; Dutton 
$3.00 

A novel of no particular importance which a great many people will read- seeking 
parallels in the familiar triangle pattern. It is a story of a marriage, rooted in an 
immediate inward knowledge that two young people belong to each other- of a marriage that 
seemed destined to lasting happiness- of a break that came when the link with home seemed 
too strong for Nick to break and Jerry turned elsewhere for the security she craved. Then, 
when they came together again and found happiness in their small attic home, their destiny 
seemed again secure. But Nick was a writer, and through the editor who gave him the recog- 
nition he craved, he found, too, another kind of kinship- while she, though many years his 
senior, found in him physical fulfillment. Nick, torn between the two, tried to rational- 
ize a way of life that could bring nothing but heartbreak to the two women. And- in 
final resolution=- as he goes back to his wife, the reader has no deep conviction that this 
is an end, but that the pattern will repeat itself. The style is lushe and overwritten. 
The situation offers a twice told tale. The time is contemporary- the place New York 


and Brooklyn. 


November 7 


Stockbridge, Dorothy ANGRY DUST _——o 
2075 
This is the story of C.I1.0. Local 321 of the United Sheet Metal Workers in the 
shadow of Brooklyn Bridge, its self-made idealistic leader and organizer, Bart Pinza, 
and the present transition of a union from war to peacetime economy. The plant owner, 
playing upon the patriotism of the union members to break the union, taxes Bart's resour- 
ces as he tries to maintain unity. But at the end of the war, latent grievances come to 
the fore- and Bart is killed in his struggle against a politically ambitious member. The 
plot does not come through, but the author's characters are four-dimensional, human, 
sympathetic- and the book has a strong feeling of contemporary issues. 


November 14 


Mason, Van Wyck SAIGON SINGER Doubleday 
$2.50 
Hugh North once againe and again the setting for this novel of intrigue is the 
Orient, whose atmosphere is ideal for the intricate plots in which he plays his part. 
Outwardly he is Major North, on leave, no longer attached to G2, and seeking respite 
from a swivel chair job (which carried more rank) in big game hunting in Cochin China. 
Hampered by curtailed funds, and forced into seeking devious ways to achieve the goal, 
in this case securing a dossier in the possession of the famous and beautiful and trait- 
orous Black Chrysanthemum, mistress to Japan's chief of secret service, North still 
accomplishes his mission. The cosmopolitan melee of life in Saigon, with the muted 
mysteries of the underworld of the Orient as background, provide plenty of excitement 
before X‘enia Morel comes to.the end she deserves, and North finds that his own assistant 
is the missing link in a chain stretched across the Orient. Good reading- double sale 


in mystery adventure. 
November 282° 2! 


Tt tuowd o Sdbiton | oy 
7 Doubleday 
$2.75 
A full-faced, flaw-flecked portrait of a woman, which reproduces with emotion- 
less exactitude Idella May, a small town girl with large notions, whose prettiness is 
also petulant, whose self-absorption and self-approbation admit no criticism. 


Sullivan, Richard 











rd 
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With a sense of fancy which enables her to cloud over any imperfection or impasse, Idella 
May attains her ends at all times; marries Tom, simple and steady, and gets him to take 

a better paid, less liked job; flies around with other men and when caught- covers up; 
becomes pregnant, but loses the child she did not particularly want; decides- out of bore- 
dom- to divorce Tom, and then returns to him unasked, but still supreme in her confidence 
in Idella May..e. A faithful, almost painful, mimicry of a small time, small change bitch, 
which lacks the drama (and therefore appeal) of some of our super-strumpet stories (Ben 
Ames Williams, etc.) but is highly capable. 







































Announcing for November ?? 


Zola, Emila THE MASTERPIECE Howell, Soskin 
$3.00 
This novel, perhaps closest in its portraiture of Zola himself, and his inti- 
mates, Manet and Cezanne, is for the first time available in America in an excellent 
translation. Zola was at one time an art critic, champion of the Impressionists, and 
himself a creative artist in another field, so wrote with deep sympathy and perception 
of his hero, a composite figure of Manet and Cezanne, and of the struggles, the humilia- 
tions, the triumphs, the conflicts he endured. Today, the significiance of The MYaster- 
piece lies inthe parallels of an era in which again a rational world is submerged. 


A\ 
Deeember-2  ‘Y< al 
j RA (Bile 7 ds. 
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Ferber, Edna EDNA FERBER'S BEST SHORT STORIES Simon & Schuster 
$3.00 
Thirty one stories by a favorite story teller, previously published but still 
amazingly fresh. She herself has discarded those she felt "dated" (the Martha McChesney 
stories would, I suppose, seem old-fashioned today- but I missed them). She has arranged 
them in order of publication, dating from 1913 to 1942 which adds to their value as a 
study of her development, and the introduction on short story writing and her experience 
in the field is supplemented further by brief introductions to each story. With three 
exceptions (yo Room At The Inn,:Grandma Isn't Playing, which she herself admits is 
mainly propaganda, and a third untitled story) this collection reveals Miss Ferber pri- 
marily as a creator of character sketches, rather than spinner of tales. Although in 
some ways, she handles her characters in so impersonal a manner that it seems almost a 
scientific operation, she chooses people and situations that are elemental in their 
realism, and through that very quality strike an emotional chord. One might meet an 
Old Man Minick at any moment, on any street; a boy like Nick in Afternoon of @ Faun 
probably works on your car. The stories are skillfully done and make good reading, but 
they aren't straight pulp entertainment, and - because of certain sameness of type- are 
better for pickup reading than concentrated attention. On her name, they will outsell 
the average. 


Practically Published 


Henderson, George Wylie JULE a Age 
2.50 

By the author of Ollie Hiss (1935), this is the story of Ollie's son, Jule, 
born in the poor, possum-hunting South, and forced to leave there when his attentions 
to Bertha Mae infuriate a white planter. In Harlem, Jule gets a job with high and 
widestepping Jake, acquires two gals who aren't much good or good for him, and decides 
to make something of himself, which he does- with the help of a white friend. Portrait 
of a "good Nigger", Jule is also a pretty monosyllabic one. His story has neither the 
vitality nor the sympathy many other books about the Negro have held. (Publ.) 
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Coates, Robert HM. THE BITTER SEASON Harcourt, pays 
2.50 

An adult, analytical probe of thought and feeling in a man's life at a time 
of loneliness, restlessness, this is not a novel inthe accepted sense but is rather the 
portrait of a man of good will at a time of lost faith. Against the contemporary counter- 
point of the “bitter season", the civilian world during the years of war, the motif of 
death and discrimination, is the personal history of Tom as he breaks up his marriage to 
Laura, hits an emotional deadspot, and makes a new start with Valerie who has also under- 
gone dislocation, uncertainty... Introspective, intellectualizing, this by the Wew Yorker 
short story writer and critic contains some effective writing- but is above a general 


audience. (10/3) 


Kafka, Franz METAMORPHOSIS Vanguard 
2675 

A fable, of satiric, symbolic implication, which again shows Kafka's concern 
with the identification of beast and man, in which "the animal is not likened to man, 
but man is acting out some animal identity in himself". This is the brief story of 
Gregor Samsa, a travelling salesman, who finds himself changed into a monstrous, many-_ 
legged vermin, to the horror and humiliation of his family and himself. The shame, the 
sorrow of his parents and sister turns to resentment- finally results in his death. A 
caustic small story with awider significance, of interest to Kafka's exclusive following. 


PLUS ON THE NONPLUS 


October ?? 


Halliday, Brett BLOOD ON BISCAYNE BAY Ziff-Davis 


$2.50 
Michael Shayne, covering for a friend of his dead wife, silences an I.0.U. for 
ten grand, then finds himself up against blackmail, a marital mess, two murders, and an 
outfit who play rough as well as dirty. Fast action and talk brings the killers to book 
by Shayne, whose public like him just thisway. (Note publisher shift.) 


October 25 


Hughes, Dorothy B. RIDE THE PINK HORSE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 

$2.50 
* Her special dispensation of evasion, enigma and excitement- with Santa Fe at 
Fiesta providing a superb backdrop- in a story of two from the slums, one who has gone 
up, the other down, with the Senator whose fate lies in their hands playing a three 
cornered game. Sailor loses, fails to collect the blackmail he thought was due him, 
kills the Senator in self defense and a homicide squad man, and makes his getaway. 
This lady is one of the leaders in the field. 


November 2] 


Russell, Charlotte Murray THE BAD NEIGHBOR MURDER Doubleday 
$2.00 
Off to a slow start, and stays pretty much that way, when Jane Edwards finds 
a body in her bed, tries to get her comics fan brother out of a tight squeeze, continues 
the chase through a department store, and offers the right bait to flush out a wife- 
killer. Adequate, if you approve of spinster sleuthing. 














Perri sts 





October 1, 1946 


BANTAM BOOKS (kach $.25) for November 


Buchan, John-MOUNTAIN MEADOW Hudson, WeHo-GREEN MANSIONS 

Collins, Mary-DEAD CENTER Jenkins, Elizabeth-HARRIET 

Field, Peter=-GUNS FROM POWDER VALLEY Powell, Richard-LAY THAT PISTOL DOWN 
Hope, Edward-SHE LOVES ME NOT Tully, Jim-THE BRUISER 


DELL BOOKS (Each $.25) for November 


Baldwin, Faith-MEN ARE SUCH FOOLS Eberhart, Mignon-WOLF IN MAN'S CLOTHING 
Disney, Dorothy C.-CRIMSON FRIDAY Iams, Jack-LOVE AND THE COUNTESS TO BOOT 


GARDEN CITY BOOKS for November 4th 


‘Sun Dial 
Caldwell, Taylor=DYNASTY OF DEATH ($1.49) King-Hall, Me-THE LIFE AND DEATH OF 
Hobart, Alice T.-THE PEACOCK SHEDS HIS TAIL ($1.00) THE WICKED LADY SKELTON ($1.00) 
Irwin, Margaret-YOUNG BESS ($1.00) Schmitt,Gladys-THE GATES OF AULIS( $1.49) 
Janeway, Elizabeth-DAISY KENYON ($1.00) Wakeman, Frederic-SHORE LEAVE ($1.00) 


De Luxe Books 


Cerf & Cartmelle £ds. THE MOST SUCCESSFUL PLAYS OF THE AMERICAN STAGE ($1.98) 

Copeland, L. & Fe= fds.'= 10,000 JOKES, TOASTS AND STORIES ($1.98) 

Hope, Laurence=INDIA'S LOVE LYRICS ($1.98) 

Powell, Vee=HOW TO MAKE HATS AND ACCESSORIES- This is an original publication. ($2.00) 
Stong, Phil-HORSES AND AMERICANS ($1.98) 


Blakiston Specials - Ortginal Publications 
Farrington, S. Kip-A BOOK OF FISHES ($2.00) Thornton, Nathaniel-PROBLEMS IN 
Thomas, Henry=LIVING WORLD OF PHILOSOPHY ($3.00) ABNORMAL BUHAVIOUS ($2.00) 


Triangle Books (Kach $. 49) 


Clarke, Donald He-CHASTITY OF GLORIA BOYD Haycox, Ernest-THE WILD BUNCH 

Fair, AoAo-DOUBLE OR QUITS Walker, Dorothy P.-SHE MARRIED A DOCTOR 

New Home Library Blue Ribbon 

Walsh, HoH.-THE MAKE IT YOURSELF BOOK Goodman, Herman-YOUR HAIR: ITS HEALTH, 
OF HANDICRAFT ($1.00) BEAUTY AND GROWTH ($1.00) 


Star Dollar Book 


Fox, Sidney A.-YOUR EYES ($1.00) 


GROSSET & DUNLAP for October 


Originals 
Betz, Betty-YOUR MANNERS ARE SHOWING ($2.00) THE LAUGH ROUND-UP ($1.50) 
Cerf, Bennett= £d. ANYTHING FOR A LAUGHT ($1.00) THE RUBAIYAT OF OMAR KHAYYAM 
Outdoor Life-OUTDOOR LIFE GALLERY OF NORTH De Luxe Edition ($2.95) 


AMERICAN GAME ($5.95) Limited Edition ($10.00) 
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GROSSET & DUNLAP for October (Cont.) 


Popular Copyrights - (Each $1.00) 


Gardner, Erle S.- THE CASE OF THE HALF-WAKENED Rinehart, Mary R.e-ALIBI FOR ISABEL 
WIFE Sabatini, Rafael-THE BIRTH OF MISCHIEF 


Raine, William MacL.=- WHO WANTS TO LIVE FOREVER Spinelli, M.- ASSIGNMENT WITHOUT GLORY: 


Books of Distinction (Each $1.00) 


Brinig, Myron- YOU AND I Morris, I.V.- LIBERTY STREET 


Crow, Carl- CHINA TAKES HER PLACE Parrish, Anne- POOR CHILD 
Fox, Emmet- SPARKS OF TRUTH Wright, Richard- NATIVE SON 


Odd Price Specials 


Caspary, Vera-THICKER THAN WATER ($1.39) Wylie, I.A.R.»=<HO THE FAIR WIND ($1.39) 
Lewis, Sinclair-CASS TIMBERLANE) ($1.49) 


Motion Picture Editions 
Chamberlain, George A.-NO TRESPASSING ($1.00) Nordhoff & Hall-HIGH BARBAREE ($1.00) 
Hichens, Robert-TEMPTATION ($1.00) Rawlings,Marjorie K.-THE YEARLING ($1.49) 
Picture-Story Books (Fach $.50) 


Disney, Walt-THE WONDERFUL TAR BABY Steiner, Charlotte-WAKE UP! WAKE UP! 
Disney, Walt-BRER RABBIT RIDES THE FOX Werner, Elsa Jane-WINGS OF THE MORNING 


Maloy, Lois-TEA PARTY IN PLUMPUDDING STREET 


Juveniles of Distinction (Kach $1.00) 


Johnson, OweneTHE PRODIGIOUS HICKEY Johnson, Owen-THE VARMINT 


A Children's Favorite 


Stevenson, Robert LouiseTHE BLACK ARROW ($.65) 


PENGUIN BOOKS (Each $.25) for November 


Baker, Dorothy- TRIO Morehead & Mott-Smith-THE PENGUIN HOYLE 


Dunn & Dobshansky-HEREDITY, RACE AND SOCIETY (Written especially for Penguin) 
Farrell, James T.-SHORT STORIES Rieu, E.V.- Trans. THE ODYSSEY OF HOMER 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) for November 


Nomvember 10: November 2o. 


Keyes, Frances P.-FIELDING'S FOLLY ‘ Brand, Max-SOUTH OF RIO GRANDE 

' Maugham, W. Somerset-THE RAZOR'S EDGE . Dickson, Carter-SEEING IS BELIEVING 
Rogers, Joel Te-THE RED RIGHT HAND Gardner, Erle S.-THE D.A. G@&S TO TRIAL 
_ Runyon, Damon-RUNYON A LA CARTE Peterkin, Julia-SCARLET SISTER MARY 
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WORLD BOOKS for November 


Tower Books (Each $. 49) 


Greig, Maysie-ONE~MAN GIRL Roden, H.W.-TOO BUSY TO DIE 
Hughes, Dorothy B.-DREAD JOURNEY Seltzer, Charles Alden-A SON OF ARIZONA 
Queen, Ellery-THE FOUR OF HEARTS 


Forum Books (Each $1.00) 


American Bible Society-TREASURES FROM THE BIBLE James, Will-THE THREE MUSTANGEERS 
Fast, Howard-PATRICK HENRY AND THE FRIGATE'S KEEL Shiel, M.P.-THE PURPLE CLOUD 


Odd Price Special 


Cohen, Sam D.-ONE HUNDRED TRUE CRIME STORIES 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Loti, Pierre AN ICELAND FISHERMAN Knopf 
$3.00 
This is a new edition, translated by Guy Endore and illustrated by Frederick 
T. Chapman, of the now classic tale of the Iceland fishermen who venture to the far north 
for their catches and return seasonally to their homes in Brittany. Here is a story of 
their struggle against the elements, and in particular of Yann, who hems and haws for 
several years before he proposes, to the beautiful girl who returns his love=- having spent 
his time with women of lesser brightness. Once married, they enjoy a week of nuptial 
bliss, before the true bride, the sea, claims her own. In translation, this seems per- 
haps more passionate than in the original, and therefore for your older boys and girls. 


Erratum: WHO BLEW THAT WHISTLE? by Leone Adelson (Scott) reported on page 455, is not to 
have a spiral binding, but paper over board. Librarians will wish to note this. 
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Bourke-White, Margaret "DEAR FATHERLAND, REST QUIETLY" Simon & Schuster 
. | $3.00 
* An absorbing book to anyone interested- and concerned- with the problem of 





occupied Germany, today and tomorrow. On turning the last page one wishes that Margaret 
Bourke-White could have brought her material up to date, could have seen a Germany di- 
vided against itself, internally and through the occupying powers, could have visited 
the Nuremburg trials, could have spoken as authoritatively of today's Black Market, to- 
day's potentials of a revived Naziism, today's disintegration of the armies of occupa- 
tion. But- accepting this limitation, the book as she has written it out of her own 
immediate concern with Germany at the moment of defeat and soon thereafter, and the 
photographs and captions as they reemphasize the text - have implicit in it the whole 
of the subsequent and frightening developments. It is perhaps a less emotional, a more 
cerebral book than purple Heart Valley; . it is scrappy and episodic; but it carries a 
punch that too few books on the subject have carried. Once again the warning is there- 
don't forget too soon the grisly horrors for which all levels of German society were 
responsible. It is a challenge- perhaps too late- to the democracies to give Germany 

a positive program to replace Naziism, which she still feels is a dominating factor in 
the psychology of the German populace. It is a biting criticism of the Black Market 
that has engulfed all of Europe- and of our contribution to it. From concentration 
camps, not a few exceptions but the rule, near most of the industrial centers - to the 
interrelations with the occupying forces, she gives, in words and photographs, an un- 
forgettable picture. It should be read. Will it? 
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GODS AND HEROES Pantheon 
; $6.00 

Pantheon is doing an outstanding job in such books as he Brothers Grimm and 
Russtan Fairy Tales -outstanding from the editorial aspect in civing impressive weight to 
material usually pigeon-holed as juvenile, but containing much that is important and sig- 
nificant for an adult market. Now comes a third volume along similar lines, this time a 
beautiful edition with English text of the notable mythology long considered the standard 
in Burope, Schwab's Legends and tpics of Greek Antiquity. Schwab tapped basic sources 
for the version he considered best, sometimes combining two or more sources to give a 
rounded whole (as in the Argonauts). Hesiod, Ovid, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, and 
many others among the ancients have been used. And from the text resulting one realizes 
forcibly that these legends supplied a basis for poetry, drama, philosophy, and the 
humanistic education of the Greeks and Romans, and that its influence is not to be slight- 
ed when it comes to our Christian civilization. Translation by Olga Martz and Ernst 
Morwitz; introduction by Werner Jaeger; illustrations and decorative chapter heads in two 
colorse The book will have a mythological index of 20 pages, amounting to a condensed 
mythological dictionary, which will give it enhanced value for reference shelves. Pre- 


publication price = 35.00. 


Schwab, Gustav 





October 16 


& Banes, Ford RIGHT DOWN YOUR ALLEY Barnes 
$2.00 

Although a bowler is a unique animal and takes himself seriously, he can laugh 
at another bowler. Here are clever caricatures- and captions- depicting every type of 

bowler (and incidentally administering some cracks painlessly). 
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October 24 


Covarrubias, Miguel MEXICO SOUTH Knopf 
$7.50 
Though many books have been written on Mexico, this book could only have been 
done by a Mexican - and those who are familiar with Covarrubias' sland of Bali will 
welcome a book interpreting his own homeland, in text and paintings. It promises to be 
one of the outstanding gift books of the holiday season. While he has concentrated on 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec (containing Vera Cruz and Oaxaca) he has evoked the spirit, 
the atmosphere, the feeling of Mexico from its early days down to the present. The story 
has often been told, and Covarrubias contributes little that is tangibly new, but because 
of his own Mexican roots, he has been able to link all phases of Mexican civilization 
into a cohesive whole. He gives you the history, geography, culture, religion, polit- 
ics of the people of the Isthmus. He portrays the struggle of the Mexican Indian a- 
gainst the forces of the church,against dictatorship and fascism. He describes not only 
a lost civilization of art and beauty but the customs, rights and manners of these Mexi- 
cans. There is a charm and beauty in his book that will delight those who love Mexico. 
Full pages in color and in black and white, decorations, an album of photographs by 
Rose and Miguel Covarrubias and others, linguistic tables and a topographical map 
combine to make this a definitive book in its particular field. 


October 28 


Horney, Karen- fd. ARE YOU CONSIDSRING PSYCHOANALYSIS Norton 
| 33.00 

A series of articles which presents psychoanalysis to the individual consider- 
ing psychoanalytic treatment for himself or another, and gives the layman a fairly pre- 
cise picture of what is involved. Various analysts, including the editor herself, one 
of the leading figures in the profession, describes what analysis is, what schools of 
analysis have been evolved, what doubts and fears one may have and what symptoms 
indicate the need of treatment, what are the criteria in the selection of an analyst - 
what the analyst does during the process, in what ways it helps, etc. A book which 
dissipates doubts, clarifies a science still dark to many, and which should be of par- 
ticular value today. 


Brophy, John THE HUMAN FACE Prentice-Hall 
$3.50 

A loving labor of research, representing fifteen years of inquiry and many 
more years of aestheticism and intelleatuality, this is the first serious book in its 
field to deal exclusively with the human face. While others have concentrated on such 
aspects as character analysis (to which Brophy gives but scant credence, dismissing 
most of it as old wives tales), Brophy has studied the facial structure; from the 
lofty brow down; standards of beauty, adornments and fashicn; framing of the face 
and the hair; effects of age; portraiture through the years; the grotesque, deforma- 
tion and distortion; masks and transformations; and so on. With classical allusion 
and reference, with a certain formality of presentation, this is a specialist's spec- 
ialty, with only slight general interest. 


November 26 


Borden, William Lo THERE WILL BE NO TIME: The Revolution in Strategy Macmillan 
$2.50 
Borden's main thesis is that cities and industries are obsolete as wartime 
weapons in the atomic age, and that victory in an atomic war would depend on the elim- 
ination of opponents’ forces and stockpiles. To this end, a prepared navy for dis- 
persal purposes, an extensive and well-trained espionage which will offset the value 
of surprise- these will make the difference between a strong America or none. For - 
if the chaos of today continues- war, atomic war, will come, with America the goal, 
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a war which will originate with a dictator ruled country. Our defense will lie in joint 
Arctic defenses with Canada, a unified Department of Defense, a citizenry psychologically 
as well as practically prepared for dispersal, and - most important of all- an alert sci- 
entific front at home and again an extensive espionage system. The air force as we know 
it will be useless; paratroops will be of greater value. Land armies will be useless. 
Carriers, submarines and naval bases, these will provide dispersal of extensive stock 
piles, long range artillery platforms, etc.... He sets this prophecy against a background 
of the changes in strategy necessitated by the twilight of geopolitics, the relative un- 
importance of spheres of influence: (with technological rivalry the real issue), the new 
techniques of undeclared war, the survival values of democracy versus dictatorship, the 
remoteness of the powers from acceptance of the necessity of world government. The race 
is on between World War III and voluntary world federation, but in the interval a defin- 
ite policy is necessary. He discusses rockets versus bombers, robots versus humans - 

and the probable pattern of atomic warfare waged against the United States..o.. A book 
that may precipitate controversy, but that is written in such a sober, undramatic way 
that it may not catch the public imagination. 


November 4 


Miller, Max THE LULL Whittlesey 
V $2.00 

In prose, which has a rather special, stylized fascination, this is an inter- 
lude which records in the third person (though it bears the earmarks of being autobio- 
graphical), the indirection of a man who had returned from the wars, in all his un- 
easiness and restlessness, inertia and indifference. This is a time of inaction, of 
inability to write, of thoughts in which he cannot escape the past since so much of it 
is present, of resentment of the changes which have taken place, of escape=- as he goes 
fishing, and later makes a trip to the southwest....Tenuous, transitory in a manner 
which matches its mood, this has a very definite quality, though its audience is 
difficult to indicate. (Miller's name carries some measure of weight.) 


November” 14 


Goldman, Richard Franko THE CONCERT BAND Rinehart 
$3.00 

A specialist job for musicologists, in an historical, informational work on 
band versus orchestra. The functional place of bands, the types of instrumentation, 
arrangements, problems of military, of civilian bands, problems of programs, of orig- 
inal music; the technical problems of seating, timing, of concertmasters work, etc. 
There's a subject index, a bibliography. This develops the popular affection for bands 
and their special and individual place in community and local projects. In its special 
field, the only book of its kind. Illustrated by photographs- scores. 


November Yi 
Ao 1% 


Hungerford, Edward MEN OF ERIE Random House 

$3.75 

Railroad addicts- and there are many outside the operating field- will enjoy 

this new Hungerford book, a reverential 113 year history of the Erie Railroad and the 
men who created it, from visionary Eleazar Lord to today's president, Woodruff... Here 
are the painful early years of a wild dream to connect the Hudson with the Great Lakes; 
here is competition with the Erie Canal interests; financing of the venture, conflict 
with interstate commerce laws, engineering feats demanded by the terrain. But chiefly 
this is about the men of the Erie, presidents and engineers,- Lord, Loder, Charles 
Minot, Daniel McCallum, Jay Gould, William Reynolds, Marvin Kent,- their mistakes and 
achievements. The Market? For collectors and for reference shelves. 
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November 18 


Simmons, Ernest J. 20 TOLSTOY Little, Brown 
ss 
~9200 

“ A definitive biography of one of the world's greatest novelists, a man whose 


many=-faceted personality and experience lends itself to absorbing study. The biographer 
is the author of standard biographies of Pushkin and Dostoevsky,.and in his capacity as 
Chairman of Slavic Languages department at Columbia, his is an authoritative word in his 
field. New source material made available by Soviet research, contemporary letters, 
diaries, journals kept by Tolstoy and his wife, all have supplied material for a reveal- 
ing study of an extraordinary personality, a turbulent life. Few writers afforded so 
close evidence of the link between written works and lives. From his first book 
Childhood, to his last,Resurrectiton,: Tolstoy could only have written each book at a 
specific period of his life, during phases of the development of his character and the 
growth of his faith. Generous quotations from his letters in which he did much think- 
ing aloud, much personal analysis, letters to the woman he should have liked to have 
married, had he been free and she younger, journals kept by his young wife, Sonya, who 
bore him twelve children and loved and hated and misunderstood him and finally drove 
him to self-exile - all this supplies rich meat for biography. Few men have lived more 
vigorous, colorful and varied lives. There were his student days, his days of gambling, 
drinking, wenching; his term as a soldier; his duties as estate owner; his contribution 
as a really great and progressive educator; and- during his later years, his undeviating 
search for the truth, his formulation of a faith that came near to satisfying him and 
his many disciples. The text covers some 800 odd pages. Not a book for the casual 
reader of popular biography, but for those who want serious reading. 


Cooper, Morley CRUISING TO FLORIDA 22" Whittlesey 
\\ | Vv) Vv 33 080 3 

Strictly for cruising folk or potential cruising folk, this is a description 
of a trip down the intra-coastal waterway to Florida. First, advice on preparation for 
the cruise,=- boat, crew, provisions for an average size cabin cruiser. He then describes 
his own cruise, with practical information on routes, hazards, tips on provisions, possi- 
ble sailing difficulties, stopovers, anchorage, and such helpful hints as necessary for 
the aspiring cruiser. At the end are two factual appendices,- one on the history and 
construction of the waterway, the other on bridges, locations and clearances. A guide 
book = how=-to-do-it-e rather than a travel book. 


Edgerton, AH. READJUSTMENT OR REVOLUTION? a a, Whittlesey 
J $2.50 

A study of America's readjustment and rehabilitation problems based on the 

National Guidance Trend and Evaluations Studies (begun in 1926). Primarily, this is 

a postwar book, concerned mainly with the educational, social and economic readjust- 
ment of returned veterans, able and disabled; of dislocated war workers. It is both a 
study cf existing agencies and commmity programs for guidance and welfare and an out- 

line of the work that must be done, with suggestions of how communities approach the 
gargantuan task. Statistical material, a highly specialized job- such a study will be 

of greater interest as social research rather than a practical aid to the individual 
veteran. Recommended for reference shelves for schools, libraries, commnity planning 


ZY OUPS o 


Hamman, Mary & editors THE MADEMOISELLE HANDBOOK Het bie : 
\ ei Zo ) O 
The light talk, but.not too chichi, for professional and personal counsel for 
the career girl, which extends over a good many issues. Your job- and how your back- 
ground may influence your choice; your college education, which doesn't have to be sport- 
ed; your aptitudes and attitudes; office ethics - what the men like and what they don't 
like; entertaining; your looks, your clothes, your home, your husband, if. you have one, 
your child - and how all these can be combined with careers...A smart veneer gives this 


an attraction for young hopefuls, but does not obscure its pertinent practicality. 
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November 20 1/ % 


Hansen, Alvin H. ECONOMIC POLICY AND FULL EMPLOYMENT a 
30€ 
A Harvard economist, author of America’s Role in the World Economy, here 
discusses the necessity for long range national planning to achieve high levels of em- 
ployment and production. This one is not for general consumption; a pretty sound back- 
ground in economics would seem to be a prerequisite for reading this book, but it 
should be of excellent value as a reference book for colleges and for libraries. There's 
a discussion of a full employment program of various countries,- Canada, Britain, 
Australia, Sweden, for instance - and a discussion of plans and actual laws and advances 
made here in the U.S. For the general reader, probably the most interesting part of the 
book will be the appendices. Here he discusses the reputation of Hayek's ‘he Road to 
Serfdom;- there are notes on Terborgh's The Bogey of Kconomic Maturtty;. praise for 
Wallace's Sixty Million Jobs;- a discussion of the employment act of 1946; and a final 
chapter on inflation by Hansen himself. 


November EF 


2 6 / Y 7 

Colum, Mary LIFE AND THE DREAM 3/ Doubleday 
$350 Y 

* The intellectual and literary memoirs of the wife of Padraic Colum, personal 


friend of most of the artists of Ireland, France, and the U.S., and a famous writer and 
critic herself. Mrs. Colum recalls her convent educations with its lasting influence, 
then Dublin University where she became associated with the Irish literary revival, the 
Abbey Theater, and the nationalist movement which included such figures as Synge, Yeats, 
Joyce, Lady Gregory, James Stephens. After her marriage to Colum she became an ex- 
patriot, living in this country, and a member of the circle of Masters, Sandburg, 
Lindsay, Hart Crane, Sherwood Anderson, Elinor Wylie, Benet; in Paris, where she knew 
Elliot, Maritain, Maugham, Wells and Pound. These are warm, articulate impressions of 


famous peeps ss deeply perceptive criticism of their works, and a self-effacing account 
of a fruitful life. For a discriminating, rather than a general, audience. 


Free, Montague ALL ABOUT HOUSE PLANTS Doubleday 


[12 $3.50 (2)}— 
This is the most extensive: book on house plants that I have seen. Montague 
Free, formerly of the Brooklyn Botanical Garden, now horticulturist for 4ome Garden 
covers the whole field. He discusses specifically, and in relation to various types of 
house plants, window boxes, terrariums, bottle gardens, dish gardens, etc.— the quest- 
ions of soil, culture, fertilizers, watering, exposure, pinching, training, summer 
care and rest periods, propagation- and the enemies of house plants. Successive sec- 
tions have their own lists, and where duplication is justifiable, he repeats, so that 
whatever one's interest, the facts necessary for successful handling are available. 
A Must book for the indoor gardener, with 16 pages of full color illustrations and many 
line cuts. Published jointly with The American Garden Guild. 









a“ 


Roberts, Katharine AND THE BRAVEST OF THESE /|/° > 7! Doubleday — 
300 4 
A report on Belgium today, written by an American who was the first woman 
correspondent in Belgium after the last war, and who returned in 1945. She saw a rave 
aged country and its people bravely picking up again and starting on a conscientious 
twenty year plan. She describes the bomb damage, retails the exploits of the under- 
ground, the White Brigade, the Armies of Liberation. She interviews prisoners of war, 
the prime minister, Van Acker, a spokesman for Prince Regent Charles, and others. She 
tours the Ardennes battlefield. A potpourri:- the question of the monarchy; the short- 
age of coal, malnutrition and lack of food; the American Army of Occupations economic 
rehabilitation versus inflation, etc. A miscellany tapping a wide range of sources. 





fi 
{ 
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November-25 | | j 
Garrison, John SUN, SNOW AND SKIS Whittlesey 
/ $3.00 
A glib, ameing and informative manual on skiing, snow and ski weather- 
without the emphasis on the techniques of the Huber and Rogers’ book (Prentice-Hall, 
see P, 337). Slightly smart alecky for the addict, here are the do's and don'ts of 
Blope and lodge courtesy, the big names in skiing, the allied winter sports, breaking 
and developing the famous trails, ski trains, equipment, etc. Most important is the 
last part of the book, a guide with telephone numbers, addresses, names of lodges, 
ski facts, weather facts, trail facts of the East's major resorts. A guide worth the 
price to the serious skier, 


Johnson, Walter- kd, - SELECTED LETTFRS OF WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE : 1899-1943 Holt 


$3.75 
Frankly, this is a disappointing collection, althmgh letter writing 

was a fine art with William Allen White, Characteristic of the man, colorful and poig- 
nant language at times, straight from the shoulder, frank, terse or expansive as 
occasion warranted, these letters represent a broad selection from a tremendous file 
of letters written to business friends, political and literary associates, occasional 
headliners in various fields- but relatively few personal letters. The letters start 
when the writer was thirty one, and had been editor of the Emporia Gazette for four 
years, and they go up to the time of his death. There is evidence, through these 
letters, of many aspects of a changing America over forty years, but nct as much of 
White, the man, as one could wish, and almost nothing of his close personal life. 
Walter Johnson is working on a biography of White to appear in 1947. 


November 77 


Huszar, George B. de - £d.. PERSISTENT INTERNATIONAL ISSUES ro 
50 
A group of experts attack the problems of international peace, concen- 
trating on those aspects concerned with economic and social readjustment and rehabil- 
itation rather than political problems. In an introduction, the editor discusses the 
“need for a preventive policy", a discussion of the weaknesses and potentialities in 
the United Nations »rganization as it now stands. "Relief and Rehabilitation" by Roy 
F, Hendrickson is in large part a discussion of the organization and work of UNRRA; 
“Displaced Persons" by Fred K, Hoehler discusses refugees, prisoners of war, politic- 
al prisoners, their economic problems and the work being done for them; "Health" by 
Dr. George K, Strode discusses UNRRA's role in the proposed organization of an inter- 
national health council; “Food and Agriculture" by Walter W, Wilcox discusses world- 
wide food production; “Transportation” by Hobart S, Perry surveys the international 
problems connected with water and air transport and international controls; “Industry 
and Trade“ by J. Anton de Haas treats agriculture, industry, raw materials - and the 
place of international control; foreign investments, reparations, repayment of debts 
are discussed in “Money and Finance” by Michael A, Heilperin; international issues of 
labor are weighed in a chapter by Otis E, Mulliken; there's a brief chapter on politics 
by the editor, a discussion of commnism, revolution and the problems of conquered 
nations, George N. Shuster discusses education. And the editor brings the threads to- 


gether in a final summary. A detailed and interesting symposium for informative reading. 


Barea, Arturo THE FORGING OF A REBEL, | » Reynal & Hitchcock 
\ [7 $5 .00 
An autobiography that is so full of magnificent bits that it is unfortunate 
that its length will discourage many readers, Considered as a panorama of Spain during 
the authors lifetime it gives a many faceted picture of that tragic land, diseased 
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economically, socially, politically. Barea was the favored son of a washerwoman but 

was brought up as a "little gentleman" by a possessive and jealous aunt in relative 
prosperity so was exposed in childhood to two sides of life. A brilliant mind gave 

him chances of advance - circumstances prevent it full achievement. He served his 
military term in Morocco. This was followed by success and disillusionment in 

business. Throughout these years he was growingly aware of the cancer at the heart 

of his country. With difficulty identified himself with the people, the underprivileged. 
His approach to romance is wholly Latin - an integral part of his life. The most 
dramatic, inevitably the most confused, part of his story deals with the Civil War. 


nd A 


Scribner 
. $3.00 
A grandson of the Captain who wrote these letters to his wife has edited the 

material (privately printed in 1894) which gives a detailed diary of four years of 
Civil War. Captain Blackford of the Second Virginia Cavalry gives an account of the 
marches, encampments, actions in which he took part; personal portraits of Stonewall 
Jackson and Lee; the long years of fever and dysentery, cold and hunger, which culmi- 
nated with the fall of Vicksburg, Chickamauga's "River of Death" and Grant's taking 
of Richmond. Mrs. Blackford records the civilian concomitants of war, the scarcities 
and inflation, lack of housing and transportation, the death of two children from 
"fever", the premature, stillborn third, ending with bankruptcy and loss of home and 
belongings..e.eeAuthentic material with a documentary value, one questions much gene 
eral interest beyond Civil War literature addicts, and the southerners who are still 


fipuratively fighting that war. 


Blackford, Charles Minor-fd. LETTERS FROM LEE'S ARMY 


f & 


: 
; 


Peattie, Roderick STRUGGLE ON THE VELD 2/24 Vanguard 

| $3.50 

The noted geographer and author who spent a year in South Africa with the 

OWI writes a rather general but very entertaining book about the Union of South Africa, 
There are some geographical facts and a rather brief history of the Union's settlement, 
the Boer War and the Gold Rush, but mainly Peattie is concerned with the Union today 
and with the veld in particular. He writes entertainingly, in a colorful style with 
plenty of human interest stories; he discusses the cities, the peoples, customs, prob- 
lems of racial and social differences and prejudices, the leaders, agricultural prob- 
lems, industry, and takes a rather favorable view of the effects of British imperialism. 
He covers a lot of topics and has neither space nor desire to go into any very profoundly, 
but the book fulfills its evident purpose admirably,- to give Americans a general, 
overall picture of a country only known sketchily to most of us. 


Late Nov. or early Dec. 


Bergman, Ray WITH FLY, PLUG AND BAIT Morrow 
$5.00 

Fresh water fishermen, with serious interest in every facet of the subject 

of fishing for trout and bass will find this virtually a definitive book or the "hows" 

of the subject. Bergman, author of Just Fishing and Trout and Fresh water Basstells 

all in this beautiful volume. He discusses pros and cons of live bait, (worms, minnows, 

etc.); of wet flies and dry; of methods of fishing, casting, trolling, etc. He analyzes 

types of water, indications as to feeding habits, how and where and why fish can be caught 

one place or another, the proper tackle for each type of bait, fly or lure. He lists 

flies by name (and there are six plates of flies and lures painted in full color by 

Dre Edgar Burke, and in addition many line drawings, charts and diagrams drawn by Irvin 

Sickels)- and quotes generously from other authorities as to preferences, and why. His 

anecdotes, which liven the technicalities of the text cover the fresh water fishing 

grounds from California to Maine, and north to Canada. For collectors of firsts in the 

field of sporting books, there's a DeLuxe edition, limited to 200 copies, signed, at 

335.00 
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December 2 


Fisher, M, F. K, HERE LET US FEAST be 
3.75 
This is unique- so far as I know- a collection of excerpts from world lit- 
erature, concerned with eating and drinking, To any reader not already caught in the 
web of fascination that M,. F, K, Fisher spins, this may seem far fetched- this relation 
of the arts of the palate to man's highest aspirations, (Particularly as she confesses 
that it was tracing gluttony through Old Testament and New that gave her her first real 
interest in the Bible), But for those to whom she appeals, it will be sheer joy to find 
almost more Fisher than selections, as she ranges from Chinese literature, ancient 
and modern; Richard Burton, T, E, Lawrence, Marco Polo, adventurers all; Smollett, Rabel- 
ais, Boccaccio, Shakespeare, Pepys, Scott, Thackeray, Dickens, to the moderns, via the 
Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the 19th century. Period- country- the story of a nat- 
ion's life is charted by its gastronomy, she claims, There are bits from fiction, from 
letters, there are proverbs, there are recipes, There are the famous chefs whose names 
have come down,- Brillat-Savarin, Escoffier, Ritz. There's gastronomy in fantasy and 
nonsense, in, history of pioneering, in regional writing, in studies of manners, And 
a&lwaye- in her inimitable way- there is M, F, K, Fisher, Very specialized, 


December-7-— LY ArAradrruay (8 


Brophy, Loire THERE'S PLENTY OF ROOM AT THE TOP Simon & Schuster 
* The author's years of experience as advisor to many of the country's out- 


standing corporations and to many executives in all types of positions, Loire Brophy 
gives a deep insight into the inner workings of successful business and into the minds 
and hearts of executives on the way up (and perhaps on the way out, as well), This is 
worth a lot to junior executives and to those in highly responsible positions, for 

she indicates many of the pitfalls in certain types of jobs in relation to top manage- 
ment. The author presents cold hard facts on how to act in considering new jobs, what 
obstacles to expect and how to overcame them when on the job. She discusses fearless- 
ly what many executives must face in office politics, family relationships in busin- 
ess, executive intrigue. She tells management how to select executives and how to han- 
dle them to bring out their best. Full of information for the executive who wants to 
know how to gain cooperation and confidence of other executives, how to conserve health 
and peace of mind, how to use ability to the utmost. She discusses the values of staff 
meetings and business conferences; when to write and when to phone. We know of no book 
published in the last ten years containing more wisdom for budding executives. Some may 
find it almost crudely forthright, but it packs a punch. 


December 10 


Wood, G, L. & Others AUSTRALIA ; moe ien 
00 
A series of articles by a group of professors, officials and scientists, 
which give a statistical survey of the "Cinderella of continents", Australia, her clin- 
ate and population; her soil fertility; her pasture and fodder lands; her sheep, cattle, 
wheat, fruit, sugar, lumber, industries; her farming and irrigation; mineral and hydro- 
electric resources; tariff and trade; wages and living standards; her war legislation 
and strategic position as base of Western power. A book for those interested in the 
economic, industrial and agricultural potential of today's frontier - a book for study 
and reference for the many men recently stationed out there who'd like to go back - and 
want to know the chances Australia offers. 
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December 77 


Maloney, Russell & Kinkead, Eugene OUR OWN BAEDEKER Simon & eats 
From the pages of the yew Yorker come these pieces about a variety of places 
keyed to the need to keep up with wartime global trotting. The stories managed to pre- 
sent a miscellany of information of personal, peculiar as well as pertinent interest. 
Here are odd facts about out of the way spots such as the Azores, Syria, Truk, the Crim- 
ea, the Marshalls - then on to better known parts of the globe, Ireland, Greece, Ruman- 
ia, Norway, Japan, Italy, There's some rather intriguing incidentalia here, and wheth- 
er you want to know that the Sardinians hunt the mouflon, or that the Vatican City 
has more phones per capita than 2ny Other state, you can pick it up here painlessly. 
A compendium of curious, casual facts and folklore, which will not improve you too ser- 
iously but will amse you. The illustrations and marginal decorations by Carl Rose make 


it an attractive gift item. 


THREE CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN POETS 


Weismiller, Edward R THE FAULTLESS SHORE Houghton, Mifflin 
(Coming October 15) $2 .00 


Bevington, Helen DR, JOHNSON'S WATERFALL Houghton, Mifflin 
(Also October 15) $2 .00 


Sullivan, A. M, STARS AND ATOMS HAVE NO SIZE Dutton 
(November ) | $2 .75 


Here are three American poets for assorted tastes, All have gifts and a 
contribution to make; no one is outstanding. For the sophisticated audience, the poems 
of Helen Bevington in pr. Johnson's Waterfall are witty, smart and entertaining. 

Crisp rhythms set forth crisp thoughts, Miss Bevington is a literary academician as 
well as a wit, and many of her little poems are bright and ameing remarks about books 
and literary people, past and present. But she also has tart comment to make on such 
contemporary subjects as radio and Mr. Rockefeller's hat. Her work has appeared in the 
Vew Yorkerand other current periodicals where her delightful little verses have won 

a smiling and receptive audience... Edward R. Weismller in7he Faultless Shore is 

cast in a more serious mold. A young man who has been through the war and been deeply 
moved by it, he is earnest, sensitive and thoughtful, if not always deeply cogent. He 
has a certain gift of words and sometimes of swift phrase, and he has a distinct poet- 
ical approach, but his work is immature and lacks coherence, This is a volume of scatt- 
ered poems, If his mind and insight catch up with his technical skill, he will be worth 
watching. Meanwhile this little volume will command a small audience.... In scope and 
imagination, A, M, Sullivan in Stars and Atoms Have No Size far outranges the other two. 
He has an idea to express and it is a good idea. He believes there is as much poetic 
material in this day and age as in any other; that it is there for the discerning poet- 
ic eye to see and the discerning poetic mind to grasp. And he proceeds to produce a 
volume in praise of the machine age which sings of electrolysis, radar and atoms. There 
are other poems more philosophical in tone but based on modern science, All of these 
poems vary greatly in skill; some are quite prosaic, but some have true poetic insight. 
Nowhere is technical skill of high degree apparent. Still Sullivan's is a welcome 

note in current poetry, neither over-introspective and despairing, nor banally optim- 
istic, he manages to sing our age without being the voice of the N. A, M, In a word, 
this poetry while not terribly good, is headed in the right direction. People will 
like it. 
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Radin, Edward D. TWELVE AGAINST THE LAW Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.75 

The competent casework which clinched a dozen crimes, from larceny to mr- 

der, reenacted and recorded for the fact detection clientele. The cases themselves, 
often coincidental casualties, are also often nondescript; they rely on their interest 





for the dogged detail of laboratory evidence which finally convicted the killer, Featured 
are the Green Parrot Murder, in which a Harlem saloon parrot was the wise bird who got the 


mrderer, the Lonergan case of more recent notoriety, the motiveless double mrder of a 
young couple. Many of these have appeared in magazine form; all hold a certain scien- 
tific satisfaction. (Publ.) 


Belloc, Hilaire THE SERVILE STATE a 
2.50 
First American edition of a book published in 1912, on the economic con- 
dition of the British domestic government and the status of capitalism in the world 
in general. A highly theoretical, precise and original view of history which now has 
@ prophetic quality though his treatment of the past in support of his distributive 
state may be considered over-idealized. Belloc's thesis is that capitalism is unstable 
because (1) there is conflict between its economic realities and its moral base of laws 
and traditions, and (2) capitalism destroys security. Inevitably, capitalism seeks stab- 
ility in the form of what Belloc calls the collective or servile state, or the distrib- 
utive state, and he shows how collectivism in action produces the servile state. And 
more specifically he demonstrates how collectivist reforms are diverted into diametric- 
ally different channels, how English social legislation subjects the proletariat to 
servile conditions, how the socialist is confirming rather than expropriating, the cap- 
italist in his power. And as a solution to the capitalist dilemma, he proposes his 
distributive state, the Jeffersonian ideal of majority control of the means of produc- 
tion. A valuable, ’ thought provoking document, (10/14) 


Herriman, George KRAZY KAT Holt 
$3.75 
Krazy Kat ies - or was- a favorite comic strip, truly American folklore 
material to many fans. The Kat dates back a good many years, outlasting many of its 
successors, When Herriman died there were 48 newspapers syndicating the strip, and 
4 in Latin America. Now, for permanent values, here is Krazy Kat with her beloved 
Ignatz Mouse, and the ever worshipping Offissa Pupp. Introduction by E, fF,  COfial 
(10/10 


Taylor, Deems- foreword by A TREASURY OF STEPHEN FOSTER Random reg 

3.9 

The imperishable quality of Foster's words and melodies is evidenced by 

their continued popularity, even to the anomaly of Jeanie with the Light Brown Hair 
becoming @ success on the Hit Parade recently. Great melodies- simple arrangements- 
easy ranges- singable even without accompaniment, these Stephen Foster classics de- 
serve this de luxe format. The full page illustrations in color and line are done by 
William Sharp, There's a biographical introduction and brief notes before each song. 
The volume includes 50 songs, Good gift item. (Publ. ) 


Mitchell, Edwin Valentine IT'S AN OLD NEW ENGLAND CUSTOM Vanguard 
2.7 
A listing and exploration of many customs associated with New MIngland. york : 
for breakfast, bundling, high excellence in epitaphs, phantom ships, haunted houses- 
these and many more are explored as to their sources and identification with the locale. 
A humorous and unusual historical curiosity of a regional nature, ameing prints, gay 
verses, bits of odd information, curious episodes- 4 characteristic Mitchell item. In 
format it has a slightly juvenile flavor which may limit the market. (Publ.) | 





October 1, 1946 
PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Bobbs-Merrill 
Atherton, Gertrude- MY SAN FRANCISCO- from 10/11 to 10/18 
Fletcher, Inglis- TOIL OF THE BRAVE- from 10/? to 10/30 
Krause, Herbert- THE THRESHER- from 10/14 to 1/7/47 
Landry, R.J.- THIS FASCINATING RADIO BUSINESS- from 9/30 to 10/10 
Miller, H,T.- SHOD WITH FLAME- from 9/27 to 10/9 
Roberts, W.A.- LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN- from 9/25 to 10/7 
Williams, M,F,- FORTUNE, SMILE ONCE MORE- from 9/26 to 10/8 
Coward-McCann 
Bonner, C.- AMBITION- from 8/30 to 10/7 
Hauser, G,- GAYELORD HAUSER'S COOK BOOK- fram 9/30 to 10/21 
Ryan, Stella- DEATH NEVER WEEPS- from 9/5 to 10/21 
John Day 
Hogbin, H.- PEOPLES OF THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC- from 9/30 to 10/10 
Doubleday - go 
Dowdey, Clifford- EXPERIMENT IN REBELLION- from $4.00 to $3.75 
Josephson, M.- STENDHAL- from 10/3 to 10/17 
Kane, Harnett- NEW ORLEANS WOMAN- from $3.00 to $2.75 
Pease, Howard- HEART OF DANGER (J)- from 10/3 to 10/17 
Roberts, Edith- Title from WHO IS JANIE HAGEN? to THAT HAGEN GIRL | 7 
Urmston, Mary- MYSTERY OF THE FIVE BRIGHT KEYS (J)- definite date 10/17 
White, Robb- THE LION'S PAW (J)- from 10/3 to 10/17 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce . 
Feibleman, James- THE THEORY OF HUMAN CULTURE- from 10/11 to 10/23 
Lapham, Roger F.- IT'S IN YOUR POWER- from 10/26 to 11/22 
Nixon, H.C,- LOWER PIEDMONT COUNTRY- from 11/27 to 11/8 
Putnam, George Palmer- DEATH VALLEY- from 10/25 to 11/8 
Rice, Elinor- MIRROR, MIRROR- from 10/25 to 11/6 
Roosevelt, E.- AS HE SAW IT- from 10/? to 10/1 
Harper 
Butler, J.- TIME TO SPEAK UP- definite date 10/23 
Merton, R.- MASS PERSUASION- definite date 10/23 
Watkins, A,- Fd. - TAKEN AT THE FLOOD- definite date 10/23 


Holt ° 
Madison, C.- CRITICS AND CRUSADERS- definite date 11/25 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Benedict, Ruth- THE CHRYSANTHEMJM AND THE SWORD- from 10/22 to 11/24 
Bontemps & Conroy- SLAPPY HOOPER (J)- from 9/? to 11/12 
Boutell, Clip- THE FAT BARON (J)- from 9/? to 10/15 
Cater, Harold Dean- fd. - HENRY ADAMS AND HIS FRIENDS- from 8/27 to 11/19 
Gooden, Arthur H.- THE SHADOWED TRAIL- from 8/? to 10/10 
Judson, Clara I.- MICHAEL'S VICTORY (J)- definite date 10/10 
McCormick, Renee- RUSTLE OF PETTICOATS- definite date 10/29 
Means, Florence C.- GREAT DAY IN THE MORNING (J)- definite date 10/15 
Molloy, Anne- SHOOTING STAR FARM (J)- from 9/? to 10/10 
Watson, Helen 0,- HIGH STEPPER (J)- from 10/29 to 11/12 
| White, E.B.- THE WILD FLAG- from 10/7 to 11/2 (Cc) 
Knopf 
Koch & Peden- éds.- THE SELECTED WRITINGS OF JOHN AND JOHN QJINCY ADAMS- 
from 10/10 to 10/17 
“ Nathan, G.J.- THEATER BOOK OF THE YEAR- from 10/10 to 10/17 
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CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE (Cont.) 


Little, Brown 


Edmonds, Walter.- IN THE HANDS OF THE SENECAS- postponed to 1/7/47 


Macmillan 
Bellairs, G.- DEATH IN THE NIGHT WATCHES- from 12/3 to 11/19 
Bishop, C.- BY WAY OF WYOMING- from 11/5 to 11/6 
Coffin, R.- PEOPLE BEHAVE LIKE BALLADS- from 11/12 to 10/15 
Cohen, Octavus Roy- DANGEROUS LADY- from 11/5 to 11/19 
Daniels, J.- FRONTIER ON THE POTOMAC- from 10/29 to 10/22 
Hess, Fjeril- FLY AWAY HOME (J)- from 10/15 to 11/12 
Koestler, A.- THIEVES IN THE NIGHT- from 10/8 to 10/29 
MacIver, R,- THE WEB OF GOVERNMENT- from 11/12 to 12/3 
Maynard, T.- COLLECTED POEMS- from 12/3 to 12/10 
Michener, J.- TALES OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC- from 11/12 to 11/19 
Molloy, R.- UNEASY SPRING- from 11/5 to 11/6 
Mytinger, C.- NEW GUINEA HEADHUNT- from 11/26 to 12/10 
Shepard, 0, & W.- HOLDFAST GAINES- from 10/29 to 11/12 (c) 
Sperry, Armstrong- THE RAIN FOREST-(J)- from 11/12 to 11/26 
Tomlinson, H,- THE TURN OF THE TIDE- from 11/26 to 12/3 
Winter, S.K,- BEYOND THE GARDEN GATE- from 11/26 to 12/3 
Messner 
Gaines, A.- OMIT FLOWERS, PLEASE- definite date 10/15 
Goodis, D.- DARK PASSAGE- definite date 10/1 
Kenyon, Theda- THAT SKIPPER FROM STONINGTON- from 10/? to 11/2 
Morrow 
Haig-Brown, R,- A RIVER NEVER SLEEPS- definite date 11/13 
Putnam . 
Collins, F,- MONEY TOWN- from 9/20 to 10/25 
Random House 
de St. Exupery, C.- THE KINGDOM OF THE ROCKS- from 10/? to 11/15 
Roy 
Aistrop, J.- BACKSTAGE WITH JOE- definite date 10/21 
Kesten, H.- Ed~ THE BIUE FLOWER- from 10/? to 11/25 
Troyat, H.- FIREBRAND- definite date 11/18 
Scribner 
Ballinger, W,- BY VOTE OF THE PEOPLE- definite date 10/7 
Briffault, R.- NEW LIFE OF MR, MARTIN- from 10/? to 11/7 
Calkins, E.E.- AND HEARING NOT- definite date 10/21 ; 
Elwood, M,- DEEPER THE HERITAGE- from 10/? to 11/18 
Freeman, A.W,- FIVE MILLION PATIENTS- definite date 10/14 


Irwin, Will- £d- LETTERS FROM T.R, TO KERMIT- definite date 10/28 
Lichten, Frances- FOLK ART OF RURAL PENNSYLVANIA- definite date 10/28 


Simon & Schuster 


Hodgins, Eric - MR, BLANDINGS BUILDS HIS DREAM HOUSE- postponed indefinitely. 


Book of the Month Club reserve. 
University of California 
McNair, H.- £d.- CHINA- from 10/15 to 10/25 
Viking 
Frank, Bruno- THE MAGICIAN AND OTHER STORIES- definite date 11/8 
Kanin, Garson- BORN YESTERDAY- definite date 10/4 


Trilling, Diana- £d.~ THE PORTABLE D.H, LAWRENCE- from 11/7? to 1/2/47 


»  Q2weig, Stefan- BALZAC- from 10/? to 11/18 (Cc) 
Whittlesey House 
Woods, Eugene- fd. I WISH I'D WRITTEN THAT- from 10/28 to 11/11 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR NOVEMBER 


Per oor kb ON 


CONTEMPORARY 


November l-Rogers, Lettie SOUTH OF HEAVEN (Random House) 
November 4-Marquand, John P. BeF.'S DAUGHTER (Little, Brown) Wov- 
November 7-Lincoln, Victoria WIND AT MY BACK (Rinehart & Co.) 
November 8-Frank, Bruno BRUNO THE MAGICIAN (Viking) 

November 8Rice, Hlinor MIRROR, MIRROR (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
November 15-Benet, Stephen V. THE LAST CIRCLE (Farrer, Straus) 


HISTORICAL 


November 12-Shepard,Odell &Willard HOLDFAST GAINES (Macmillan) 
November 25-Kesten, Hermann THE BLUE FLOWER (Roy) 


THRILLERS 


November l-Caspary, Vera STRANGER THAN TRUTH (Random House) 

November 8=Dodge, David IT AIN'T HAY (Simon & Schuster) 

November 13-Gardner, Erle S. THE CASE OF THE BOR? OWED BRUNETTE 
(Morrow) 


November 14-Mason, Van Wyck SAIGON SINGER (Doubleday ) 
November 18-Queen, Ellery THE QUEEN'S CHOICE (Little, Brown) 


SOR eet CF 1.0 8 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 


November l-Hersey, John HIROSHIMA (Knopf) 1.75 
November 2 White, E.B. THE WILD FLAG (Houghton, Mifflin) 2200 
November 8=Carlson, John Roy THE PLOTTERS (Dutton) 3050 
November 11l-Malaparte, Curzio KAPUTT (Dutton) 3.75 
November 24=-Benedict, Ruth THE CHRYSANTHEUMUM AND THE SWORD(Houghton)3,00 
November ??=-Smith, Robert Aura DIVIDED INDIA (Whittlesey) 3.00 


BIOGRAPHY 
November l-Perkins, Frances THE ROOSEVELT I KNEW (Viking) 
November 15-de St. Exupery, Ce THE KINGDOM OF THE ROCKS (Random) 
November 18-Simmons, Ernest J. LEO TOLSTOY (Little, Brown) 
November 18-Zweig, Stefan BALZAC (Viking )December B.0.M. 


November 25-Barea, Arturo THE FORGING OF A REBEL (Reynal ) 
November ??-Hendrick, Burton J. LINCOLN'S WAR CABINET (Little, Brown) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


November 7-Gibbings, Robert BLUE ANGELS AND WHALES (Dutton) 3 532 
November 12-Untermeyer, Louis-£d, A TREASURY OF LAUGHTER (Simon & Schuster) 450 
November 13-de la Mare, Walter-fd, LOVE (Morrow) - 533 
November 14-Haycraft, Howard-£d, THE ART OF THE MYSTERY STORY (Simon & 

Schuster ) 379 
November 14-Taylor, Mary C. ROUNDS AND ROUNDS (William Sloane) 533 
November 19-Cater, Harold Dean-4d. HENRY ADAMS AND HIS FRIZNDS (Houghton) 292 


Please Note: Pearl Buck's PAVILLION OF WOMEN (John Day) will be published November 
2ist and is a Literary Guild selectioy. The material arrived too late for review in 
this issue, and it will be covered in the November first bulletin. 
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FALL JUVENILE BOOKS SUPPLEMENT: No. 19 


In Collaboration with Nina Schneider 


PIC/URE BOOKS 


Gipson, Morrell CITY COUNTRY ABC Garden City 
Pictures by Leonard Weisgard $50 


A lot for the money in another ABC book, but Weisgard fans will feel that he 
is not at his best in these studied full pages, alternating four color lithographs with 
some in red and black. Decorative in a postery sense, but the human figures are un- 
necessarily ungainly and awkward. The caption text tells of city boy and country boy 
activities respectively, built around the alphabet. 48 pages. Board. (Publ.) 


Beyer, Svelyn JUST LIKE YOU Young Scott Books 
$1.00 
* A simple comfortable sort of book, on the theme that all babies have mummies 


and daddies “Just like you". Another Young Scott cardboard book, with the sturdy pages 
and cover and the spiral binding of this series. It is a welcome thing to have a book 
with this parents-love-babies theme illustrated with zest and vigor that yet retains the 
tenderness children expect in baby animal books. Every double spread repeats the happy 
family idea, whether it is a dog family, a pig family, a human family or any one of 
several familiar set-ups. Might be used as a primer, too, but the tiniest ones will like 
it. Two tone pictures by Dahlov Ipcar. (Publ.) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Dodge, Peggy Polsky THE LITTLE DOG UNDER THE WAGON Messner 
$1.00 
A silly little story in rhyme, of a farmer's dog that came along when a thief 
wasn't expecting interference, and saved the day for the farmer and his wife. The line 
drawings reproduced in brown have a certain gaiety and humor, but aren't good enough to 
redeem the book, which is our candidate for the least book at the most price this season. 


( Publ.) 


Heal, Edith THE DOWNY DUCK : Messner 
$1.25 

Another in the "touch-me" animal series (fuzzy Puppy, Shaggy Pony, etc.) in 

the story of a downy duck (not downy as I'd define it, but with a fabric quality) and his 
adventures beyond the bounds of his world. Of course he comes back to find old friends 


best. Merchandise appeal. More text than usual. (10/15) 


Paullin, Ellen KAREN IS THREE Oxford 
$1.00 


Karen goes to nursery school on her birthday, and three year olds will find 
the recounting of simple nursery school routines comfortable reading with the recogni- 
tion quality they love. Pictures in black and white by Vivienne make rather bland 
accompaniment to a not too sparkling text. Small format- cloth binding- pink jacket 


and end papers. (Publ.) 
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Brown, Marcia THE LITTLE CAROUSEL Scribner 
A $2600 /, 50 
* This is an attractive little story and a gay picture book, with spirited draw- 


ings in color by the author. There's 4 recognizable flavor of Sullivan Street and Little 
Italy (for New Yorkers) and doubtless it fits similar sections of cities elsewhere. 
Anthony yearned for a ride on the street merry-go-round but he didn't have the coin he 
needed. This tells how he got his ride. (11/2) 


Sage, Juniper & Ballantine, Bill THE MAN IN THE MANHOLE Young Scott Books 
and the Fixr-1t Men $1.50 
* One of the most successful and original books of the season = and a MUST for 


small boys' Christmas lists, particularly small boys in the city, boys (and girls too) 
who are endlessly curious about what's going on above, below and on the city streets. 
This book goes about minding everybody's private business,- the hole in the roof, the 
cracked plaster, the leaky pipes, the telephone wires, the wrecked taxi, the road need- 
ing repair- and perhaps most fascinating of all, the loose joint way under the street 
where the man in the manhole goes. In prose that sings, and drawings with enormous vi- 
tality, this book should jump right off the counters. We are told the author is an old 
hand under a pen name. Anyhow, he (or she?) has a fascinating, lilting text, and has 
made a book that lends itself to story and play. Bill Ballantine's pictures have the 
appeal of the comics- but are good.- Heavy board binding, with picture pastedown. Age 
appeal from about five to mine. ~ (10/15) 


Brandt, Heidi DOING THINGS World 
$250 
A two year old and a four year old (borther and sister) spend a busy day at 
their everyday occupations. From morning to night there are important, patterned routine 
things to doe A good idea, rather dully executed. Illustrations by the author- some in 
full color. Board cover= lightly reenforced backbone. ( Publ.) 


Moss, Marion DOLL HOUSE World 
| $1.00 
* A paper doll house playbook, and a good one. Excellent value for the sales 


counter at this price. After the story is read the book comes apart and a paper doll 
house fan actually be set up, a four room house, living room, dining room, kitchen and 
bedroom. The windows open, the cabinets have movable doors, and there is a section of 
push-out cardboard furniture. Light pastel colors give a sunny effect to the whole. 
Double sale in toy department (we'd suggest setting up ome copy as a sample for custom 
ers who wont realize it is a toy as well asa book.) (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD ( 5-8 ) 


Bianchi, Vitaly THE TALE OF THE FLY ($1.00) ‘Colonial House 
same TALES OF AN OLD SIBERIAN TRAPPER ($1.50) 
Khatchatrianz, I. ARMENIAN FOLK TALES ($2.00) 


This new publisher proposes to issue folk tales, legends, fairy tales, trans- 
lated from foreign sources. This first volume (7he Jale of the Fly) tells the tale of 
a fly who wanted a tail of his own, and who died after a fruitless search. It is an old 


‘Russian folk tale, with conventional illustrations in full color by Vassnetsov. First 


and second grade - read aloud; self reading for third and fourth gradeeecocese ales of an 
Old Siberian [rapper is a welcome change from more hackneyed legends. These are stories 
of how the animals got their markings. Style easy and well-paced; illustrations pleas- 
anteeceorthe Armenian Folk Tales are legends of fabulous deeds and magic reminiscent of 
the Eastern tradition, and little known Iranian-Armenian stories. Interesting library 
story telling material. The colored illustrations have distinction; the black and whites 
seem outmoded; and the coated paper gives the book an old-fashioned feel. Particularly 
nice jacket and cloth binding. (Publ.) (1049 E. Chelten, Phila.38) 
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Courlander, Harold & THE COW TAIL SWITCH and Other Holt 
Herzog, George West African Stories $2.00 


* This excellent collection of West African stories is a treasure of material 
that has originality and distinction. The authors have caught a wonderful folk spirit 
full of laughter and traditional spiritual and moral values. Excellent for reading 
aloud, for story telling, for home consumption - these brief tales are written with a 


simplicity that will be enjoyed from six to eleven. Ill'd. (19725) er: te me eins | 
MacDonald, Golden THE LITTLE ISLAND Doubleday 
Illus. by Leonard Weisgard | $2.50 

. Companion volume to Little Lost Lamb in this story of a little island in the 


ocean, and the changes that come to it during the four seasons, of the lobsters and gulls 
and spiders and seals who visit it and of a special visitor who came and learned that he 
and the island were attached to the rest of the world. An imaginative, charming book, 
with a bit of unnecessary preciousness. Weisgard's illustrations are completely out of 
key - plush and with more than oriental lavishness. Gift merchandise for the carriage 
trade. (Publ.) 


Mills, Freya SUSAN'S SURPRISE Oxford 
$1.50 

A rather stilted little story of Susan, who made friends with the little old 
woman at the news stand, and whose disappearance worried small Susan considerably. Her 
parents took her to the beach to get her mind off it, and there, sitting under an um- 
brella was her old friend enjoying the sunshine. Lots of details that seem unnecessary - 
but children seem to like this sort of repeat pattern. But in the main, it seems much 
ado about nothing, done with text and bright flatecolored postery illustrations by Marian 
Sheldon. (Publ. ‘ 


Withers, Carl (Compiled by COUNTING OUT Oxford 
$.50 
96. funny verses used in counting-out - a delightful collection with gay line 
drawings, containing the old favorites ( fenie, meenie, minie, moe for example) and many 
that have local and regional flavor of folk material. The publishers indicate this for 
the 8 to 12 age level. The verses seem to us to have almost nursery rhyme er and 
rhythms for use with 5 to,.8 year olds. Small format. Boards. (Publ.) 


Pease, Josephine van Dolzen IT SEEMS LIKE MAGIC Rand, McNally 
$2.50 

Second and third graders would like this read aloud; fourth and fifth graders 
could profitably read it to themselves. The wonders of the earth were explained in Miss 
Pease's This Is The World; Th e Happy Book was another of hers. Now comes this factual 
book about the mechanical marvels that surround us- radios, electric lights, radar, 
rocket planes, atomic energy, what makes autos go and how planes fly. She tells the ‘how’ 
and 'why' of some scientific marvels in simple terms. An engaging, almost conversational 
style and colorful pictures make things seem simple indeed. The picture book size and 
double spread illustrations by Esther Friend, many of them in full color, take the hurdle 
of many of the difficulties. There are enough things to do to give children a sense of 
participation. (Publ.) 


Teal, Val ANGEL CHILD Rand, McNally 
$1.00 
Pelagie Doane has made pictures that seem too ' 'oute" for this story of a lost 
baby angele This is one of those books with self-conscious charm, as Peter and Patty, 
mere earth children, rescue the little fallen angel until he flies away. Then he turns 













up again as a new little baby brother, whom they hail as Angel Child. ( Publ.) 
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Jones, Jessie Orton & A LITTLE CHILD Viking 
Elizabeth Orton $2.00 


The Christmas miracle told in Bible Verses, chosen by Jessie Orton Jones, and 


illustrated as though recapturing a children's Christmas pageant, by Elizabeth Orton Jones. 


Immediately, one is caught into a sense of participation; one sees the children in the 
audience, the children in their stage presentation, reverently and with evident absorp- 
tion, presenting their interpretation of the Gospel story. There is an accompanying 
pamphlet (fifty cents) which contains a Pageant Text to accompany this book. Stage 


directions, words for hymns and carols, make this book particularly valuable for teachers, 


both in Sunday School and day schools. (Publ. ) 


CLASSICS & REPRINTS 


MacKnight, Ninone [llus. SNOW WHITE Garden City 
$50 
The old fairy tale, a perennial favorite, redone with illustrations in corn 
fed tradition. However, Miss MacKnight has found a popular formula, apparently, as 
previous books she has done continue to be good merchandise. There are 48 pictures in 
four colors, and in two colors, so it is a lot for a little. Good clear large type 
for self reading. Boards and reenforced backbone. 


Ewing, Juliana Horatia ' THE BROWNIES Scribner 
Illus. by Katherine Milhous $1.50 


This is an adaptation of the classic story which Juliana Ewing used to tell 
her little brothers and sisters. The name of the story gave the Brownie Scouts their 
name, and they repeatedly use it in play and story telling, and try to take the meaning 
of service in the story as their owne Here it is in a book by itself, with pictures in 
color, pictures which interpret the period and the old Mnglish setting. (10/7) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 


Elting, Mary TRUCKS AT WORK Garden City 
$250 
* This is one of those between age books that is hard to place. The subject 


matter is endlessly absorbing to the nine, ten, eleven year olds=- and younger and older. 
The handling is a bit mature for the interest level- certainly not under third grade in 
vocabulary and content. The format would suggest a somewhat younger reader. So, pick 
your child, for interest, for reading ability. It will read aloud at. seven and eight 
levels. A bright book with a fresh approach, introducing all kinds of trucks and truck 
drivers, and the ordinary and curious and important jobs they do. Bookmobiles, grocery 
stores on wheels, mining, hauling, housing, herding and countless fascinating businesses 
and services taken care of by trucks specially built and manned for the jobs they do. 

A good idea, freshly presented with lots of illustrations in color. 48 pages, board 
cover, slightly reenforced backbone. (Publ.) 


Schneider, Herman & Nina HOW BIG IS BIG? Young Scott Books 
$1.50 
* I should have thought it impossible to introduce beginning readers to the 


abstract conception of atoms, of electrons, protons, neutrons - and make them seem a 
comprehensible part of a small boy's world. But that is what the Schneiders have done 
in this, their second Picture Science book for seven and eight year olds. (See P. 68- 
in last January's bulletine Let's Find Qut.) Once again our juvenile book editor has 
done us proud$ She and her husband have given young scientists "a yardstick for the 
universe”, They've handled the problem of relating young Terry to the world about him, 
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helped him answer for himself the question of "How big is big?" Terry is about four feet 
tall, but there are bigger things all about him, from the elephant, and the tree, and the 
Gmpire State building, and the tallest mountain in the world, to the moon and the earth, 
the sun and the stars. But there are smaller things than Terry, too, - his cocker, his 
pet mouse, fleas, and mites, and other things in nature seen only with a microscope. And 
from these, it's a step to atoms, electrons, and so on. There's a simplicity - and a pro- 
fundity- and a unity of handling that makes this an extraordinary achievement, in brief 
compass. The tremendous success of the earlier book has established a market for this 
one. The format is similar,- heavy board covers, two-toned paper, very modern drawings 
by A. F. Arnold that have a decorative quality. Not always as clear cut as one might 
wish, but the final effect is at one with the spirit of the text. (10/15) 


Corey, Paul THE LITTLE JEEP World 
& 50 

Joey, the little jeep, home from the battle fronts, wants to find a place for 
himself. He wanders extensively- but to small purpose- getting in everyone's way, try- 
ing to translate himself into a ship, a plane, a train, @ limousine. One could wish that 
the various things were not disfigured by horrible faces made out of the cowcatcher, the 
radiator, the headlights, for then the story might have had a vestige of the claim of 
Gramatky's Little Loop. There's a happy ending, when the jeep stumbles onto a farm and 
does a tractor's job. And there's a moral, too. This is another of the Rainbow Series, 
with pictures by Jack Zander. Boards. (Publ.) 


Garn, Doris THE TEST FLIGHT OF SKY ROBIN World 
$1200 
A “Rainbow Playbook" - this is an animated book in the personalized story of 
a test flight of a new airplane. There's enough factual content to make one feel that 
something might have been done with the idea - yes, even as an animated book, which is 
one of my pet peeves, but here the big faces on the plane, revealing various stages of 
emotional upheaval cancel out any real intent. I don't believe that even the small fry 
who are interested in planes (and most of them are) want this type of booke Format 


wont stand much handling. (Publ.) 


Kenney, Pegeen THE FARM ALPHABET PARTY World 
$250 

A project which, we hope, will have the participation of beginning readers. 
It is a combination of an alphabet book - a story making book - and a game in which first 
grade readers can take part. The children in a country school chose farm words, then 
make pictures to go with them, and tell little stories about the pictures, using the 
words. Here's activity to make learning the alphabet a beginning reading project. It 
could be extended further by a city teacher, for instance, to apply to city objects. 
This is the best of the Rainbow Series titles we have seen, both as to idea and develop- 
ment. Pictures by Christie McFall. Heavy board cover. ( Publ.) 


FICTION FOR THE 8 to 11's 


DeJong, Meindert BILLY AND THE UNHAPFY BULL Harper 
$2000 

Remember The Cat That Walked A Week? Here again is a story of devotion be- 
tween a child and a pet, but this time the setting is rural, and the friendship is bee 
tween an old bull and Billy, who was much more interested in farms and animals than in 
the mechanical things his father thought should appeal to him. Billy's family is not 
very approving of this strange friendship, but a long, danger-filled blizzard and Un- 
happy's gentle devotion, which saves the situation when Billy and his mother, snow- 
bound, must find a means of getting out, makes a happy ending for everyone, including 
the old man who finds a kindred spirit in Billy. Sustained story with exciting bits. 
Illustrations in black and white by Marc Simont. ( Publ.) 
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Hader, Berta & Elmer SKY ROCKET : Macmillan 

$2.25 

This book had a faintly reminiscent flavor, and we narrowed it down to resem 

blance- remote but there=- to the Carroll's The Flying House (gee review Pe 385) in 
which the Bings spend an adventurous life in the world of tomorrow, as they gallivant 
around in their helicopter home. The Hader book is equally the world of tomorrow, but 
in their story, a young aviation enthusiast goes on a record-breaking flight with that 
newest of planes, the sky rocket, complete with gadgets that make’it possible to see 
all, hear all. The boy's adventures, the small animal and people episodes, are of the 
Superman era of youthful enthusiasms. Actually, the humor seems less spontaneous than 
in the Carroll book, and its off the beam for the Haders. However, their fame and the 
title will appeal to many plane fans. Pictures by the Haders. (11/26) '2/3 


Mason, Miriam Ee THE MIDDLE SISTER j Macmillan 
Ill'd. by Grace Paull : $1.50 
* The Glosbrenner family is as nice a family as you could find. When they moved 


west to Minnesota, each child took a treasure and Sarah Samantha, the middle sister, took 
her apple tree. How the apple tree and Sarah Samantha prosperad is told in episodes 
brief enough and exciting enough to carry seven and eight year: olds along on the crest 

of a good story. Large clear type, second and third year reading vocabulary, good early 
Minnesota background material, and amusing illustrations make this a successful addition 
to the ever popular might-be-true when you were a little girl tale. (11/49) 3/9 


Bateman, Doris I. THE SECRET OF ALLENBY ACRES Westminster 

$2.00 

The four "Tidbits" of Allenby Acres, newly moved in, stumble upon a mystery 

involving a young orphan, Nate Allen. In a lot of family business investigations, the 

Tibbetts and Nate solve the mystery of the torn letter, the missing money, and two un- 
scrupulous men, Jed Capper and Smithers, are foiled to everyone's advantage. (Publ.) 


Seymour, Alta Halverson A GRANDMA FOR CHRISTMAS Westminster 
$1.00 
A Norwegian Christmas season with all the wonderful food, customs and games 
of a strange land in a story of a typical family with a small boy who wanted a grand- 
mother - and got one. Unusual end papers include recipes for Norwegian cookies and 
cakes. Here's a different sort of Christmas story, with nice writing and a pleasant 
feeling of participation in regional activities and spirit. Janet Smalled and Jeanne 
McLavy have provided effective double spreads and decorative marginal drawings. (Publ.) 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 8 to 11's 


Bennett, Dorothy A. THE GOLDEN ENCYCLOPEDIA Simon & Schuster 
$2.50 
Long awaited and much heralded, The Golden Encyclopedia is finally here,- a 
handsome, opulent book, uneven in interest, but so stunning in overall effect that one 
hesitates to mention its faults. There are several hundred topics, most of them illus- 
trated, a good many in full color, but the author, in attempting to cover so much in 125 
pages, has of necessity skimped her treatment to the point of inevitable glibness. Some 
topics are treated in a scant paragraph, others in brief articles. The selection seems 
sometimes open to question. DeWitt's uniformly beautiful illustrations, too, suffer from 
overcrowding; reduced in scale they seem often crowded and confused. Nevertheless, there 
is so much fascinating material, that this- for the third and fourth graders who want 
their own encyclopedia and aren't able to have Comptons, or: one of the big ones, this 
is a useful adjunct- and wonderful value. (Publ.) | 
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Buff, Mary & Conrad BIG TREE Viking 
$3.00 

In fictionalized fact, the story is told of the giant sequoia trees in general 
and one particular tree,Wawona, from seed to oldest recorded age of a living thing. 
Through the ravages of the ages to the present when the giant trees of California have 
come under the protective custody of the government. The jacket gives the sense of vast- 
ness and dignity; the cloth binding carries a stamped circle, showing two wise owls, il- 
lustrations throughout, many of them providing background for the text, are uneven in 
reproduction but give a cumulative impression of the Big Tree. Particular interest for 
west coast market. (Publ.) 


TWELVE 70 FIFTEEN- FICTION 


STRAWBERRY ROAN Oxford 
$2.00 
Roscoe, a little boy who loved the champion, whether he won or lost, went with 
the Strawberry Roan through a variety of adventures away from the racetrack - on a farn, 
in a circus, in the grocery business. Lots of incidents to carry the story along at a 
good clip, and throughout the appealing story of a close devotion between boy and horse 
makes this a first rate yarn. The author has written another story of a Negro boy and 
his love of animals in On The Dark of the Moon. Line drawings and an effective wrapa- 
round jacket in color make this good merchandise as well as a surely popular story for 


libraries. (Publ.) 


Lang, Don 





Oxford 
$200 

Cape Cod background for mystery, romance, spies and narrow escapes, in the 
second of the Estrildis stories. Estrildis is planning to work in a gift shop with two 
companions when she finds a dead body under one of the dust sheets. This was just the 
first of many exciting experiences, which make a plausible but thrilling adventure mys- 
tery yarn. (Publ.) 


Lockwood, Myna MYSTERY AT LONESOME END 


Gleit, Maria NIKO'S MOUNTAINS Scribner 
$2.50 
. An exceptional book for early teens and up to adult levels, though perhaps 


strong stuff, emotionally for immature youngsters. Young Niko, a French child of the 
war, too profoundly hurt by the starvation, insecurity and losses of the war years to 
accept graciously the Swiss charity in days of peace, when he is sent with other malnu- 
trition victims to vacation in the Alps. Sympathetic characterization, warm understand- 
ing of the psychological problems of Europe's children, characterize the story of his 
painfully achieved happy adjustment to a new world, his reluctant acceptance of people who 
wanted to help. The story is told through charming dramatic incident, as he lives with a 
happy family, learns to know a girl his own age, and turns towards a happier future. 
Well-sustained to the very last page. (By the author of Pierre Keeps Watch.) (Oct.) 


Proctor, Everitt MEN AGAINST THE ICE Westmirster 
$1.50 
The ship United States and her perilous expedition to the Arctic in 1860 pro- 
vides good background for an interesting story. Marty Kelly runs away to sea to become 
the cabin boy on the schooner. He learns much of the sea, the Arctic, the Eskimos and 
their customs and beliefs, the huskies, and best of all, he learns how to face problems 
in the North and at home. (Publ.) 


Wright, Sewell Peaslee HALF WOLF Westminster 
$2.00 
Virile dog tale, set in the fur trapping background of Ontario. Paqua, half- 
wolf sled dog, is brought up and trained by a cruel Indian, and his equally unlikeable 
children. The dog's escape, recapture, and sale to several masters in turn, make an in- 
teresting story. Paqua does some pretty advanced thinking for a dog, but until science 
proves its impossibility, the printed word provides a constant procession of almost- 
human dogs, horses, and a wide list of other dumb creatures. (Publ) 
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Falkenberg, Paul V. PALESTINE Holiday House 
Sloane, William THE BRITISH ISLES Fache $1.00 


Two more volumes in this series of Holiday House introductory texts to history- 


geography of today and tomorrow. Both texts are handled in a rather casual informal 
style, characteristic of the series, which includes /urkey, Oceania, India, China; 
Russia, Australia, fhe Jutch East Indies and the Philippines, Mexico and the Inca Lands. 
Ancient history and modern are presented in broad outlines. Scarcely more than pamphlet 
length, they serve chiefly as a quick introduction. The Rafaello Busoni drawings in two 
colors liven the texts. (11/1) 


Forbes, Esther AMERICA'S PAUL REVERE Houghton, Mifflin 


$2.50 


On P. 298 we mentioned the fact that this Lynd Ward edition of an abridged 
Paul Revere was in the offing. Now we have seen page proofs, and confess to disappoint- 
ment in the condensation (for that is all it is) providing about fifty pages of running 
text for a set of stiff, mannered- and grim- Lynd Ward drawings. Glowing rich colors 
do not offset, for my taste, the unevenness of the drawings, but the doublespread de- 
picting Boston's waterfront, is worth the price of the book. (10/21) 


Morgan, Alfred THE BOY'S BOOK OF ENGINES, MOTORS AND TURBINES Scribner 
$2075 
Boys of High School age and up will find this a satisfactory record of man's 
use of power. Broader in theme than its title would indicate, the book explores sources 
of power, coal, water power, oil, atomic power, as well as the machines that utilize the 
sources. Brief historical survey help to impart a sense of roundness to the subject 
matter. Readers with a flair for tinkering will enjoy the make-it-yourself section in 
which are given complete directions for the construction of eight machines, including 
a steam turbine and an electric motor. Clear line drawings by the author. (Publ.) 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Stein, Ruth L. COUNT YOUR CHARACTERS Harcourt, Brace 


$2.00 
A practical handbook for the copywriter's job, in an analysis of the require- 
ments, preparations, preliminaries to experience for would-be copywriters. The author, 
advertising manager of a New York department store, has answered the questions asked by 
beginners. She gives a fairly complete description of an advertising office, supplies a 
handy definition of terms, and describes an ad from conception to completion. Excellent 
addition to the vocational shelves- straight factual content= no story. (Publ. ) 


Baxter, James Phinney SCIENTISTS AGAINST TIME Little, Brown 
$5.00 
Here is the history of the Office of Scientific Research, in language for the 
layman. The book shows the vital part played in winning the war by science, from in- 
secticides to the atom bomb. New weapons, improvement of old ones, anti-submarine de- 
vices, radar, assault weapons, preventive medicine, all and more done in vivid terms. 
For full report see adult section, issue of 9/15- P. 477. (11/1) 


Gronowicz, Antoni TCHAI KOVS KY Nelson 
$2.50 

An inflated life of a sensitive musician, written with emphasis on the ab- 
normal sensitiveness which the author presumes are prerequisites for any creative en 
deavor. The "porcelain boy" and his long unhappy career are noted with mich ado about 
tragedies like his father's death (at 86), etc. Interesting for its comments on local 
customs of the period- the turn of the century- in Russia and America. List of composi- 
tions, index and bibliography. Limited values. (Publ.) 












